Recent estimates report over 1,27,000 species of moths from all over the world (Alfred et al. 1998 ). Of which, over 12,000 species are recorded from India (Chandra & Nema 2007) . Extensive faunistic surveys, along with proper identification and documentation, at least to species and subspecies level, provide the most reliable data for conservation and management of different habitats.
Materials and Methods: Study area: The district of Tawang is located in Arunachal Pradesh, bordered by Tibet to the north, Bhutan to the southwest and the Sela ranges separate it from West Kameng District in the east. The district is situated at 27 48'E between 2000-3000 m. A rapid faunistic survey or assessment was carried out in the study area which included the Lumla Forest Range including Bukhiyong, Thrillum, Thonglong, and a few localities of the Zemmethang Forest Ranges. The geographic coordinates of the collection localities are listed in Table 1 .
Collection method: The sheet method was used, which allows collection of all the specimens individually without any damage. A white cloth sheet (10'X6') was hung between two vertical poles in such a way that it touched the surface and extended forward over the (2%), Sphingidae (2%). The other moth families such as Pyralidae, Zygaenidae, Bombycidae, Saturniidae, and Notodontidae are represented each by 1%. The family Geometridae is one of the largest families of the order Lepidoptera and is represented by Geometrinae, Ennominae, Larentiinae and Sterrhinae. The increase in distribution of the members of moths under Larentiinae is related to latitude (Ghosh 2003) , and in the tropics similar trends are observed with increase in altitude (Holloway 1993, 1997). However, in the present study, the subfamily Ennominae outnumbers the members of other subfamilies and families. Overall higher species richness and diversity was recorded in the forest regions of Zemmethang more than the other localities of the study areas. The results from this study can be used to make decisions on the conservation of natural resources management especially for insect biodiversity. Hence, intensive surveys with long term monitoring programmes will help to identify the status of the species with the help of IUCN categories for the conservation and management of biodiversity.
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